Re: Local Physical Science Alliance forming in Heart of Illinois

To: In-service and Retired Teachers of High School Physical Science, Physical Science Teacher Educators, Physical Science Teacher Candidates, ISAAPT Members in Zone 6

Fm: Tom Holbrook, Rodger Baldwin, Ken Wester, Carl Wenning

Dt: Friday, September 10, 2010

The Illinois Science Teachers Association, the Illinois Section of the American Association of Physics Teachers (ISAAPT), and the Illinois Association of Chemistry Teachers (IACT) are collaborating to establish twelve (12) Local Physical Science Alliances in zones across the state of Illinois. Each zone is centered on a major population area, and will be led by experienced teachers or teacher educators. One of these will be located in this area, operating out of Bloomington/Normal and the surrounding area. 
The first meeting of our local Zone 6 meeting will take place at University High School in Normal on Tuesday, September 28. The meeting will be held in room 309 starting at 5:30 p.m. Parking is conveniently located nearby. A complimentary dinner consisting of pizza and refreshments will be provided. If you would like to be part the first meeting for Zone 6, please communicate your interest to Carl Wenning at <wenning@phy.ilstu.edu> no later than Friday, September 24. Additional details will be sent at that time. Please do feel free extend our invitation to your grade 9-20 physical science teaching colleagues. 

About our meeting:

· The theme for our first meeting will be energy and its transformations (e.g., transfers of energy within and between systems never change the total amount of energy, but energy tends to become more dispersed; energy availability regulates what can occur in any process). Please come prepared to share ideas from this area you teach such as physics, chemistry, and earth & space science. “Show and tell” will be especially appreciated.
· There will be a very brief discussion of a Levels of Inquiry/Inquiry Spectrum reading, and the creation of learning sequences dealing with the transfer of energy theme. Please read the first article below prior to attending the meeting, and the second as well if you have the opportunity:
http://www.phy.ilstu.edu/pte/publications/levels_of_inquiry.pdf
http://www.phy.ilstu.edu/pte/publications/learning_sequences.pdf
· We will conduct a lab activity dealing with the definition of potential energy, kinetic energy, and the principle of conservation based on work by Thomas Young in 1801. (Have you ever wondered about the empirical basis of 1/2-mv-squared? You’ll conduct an experiment in which you will see the PHYSICAL basis for this definition.) At future meetings we will focus on other themes. 
About LPSAs for Illinois:

Each alliance will provide a network for teachers of physical science to explore curricular and instructional resources and strategies, as well as research and innovations, in order to promote excellence in teaching and learning of the physical sciences throughout Illinois. In doing so, LPSAs will provide:

· resources for teaching via inquiry including practices such as discovery learning, interactive demonstrations, inquiry lessons, and inquiry labs. 
· opportunities for working with in-service teachers to develop conceptual understanding of subject matter and how best to teach it.
· support for improving physical science education and associated test scores…
· CPDUs for those attending zone meetings.
A typical 2-3 hour afterschool meeting will consist of sharing of teaching activities, make-and-take projects, discussions, workgroups, and – just for the fun of it – a bit of socialization over refreshments. LPSAs will not consist top-down presentations; rather, they will be partnerships that respect all teachers and their situations. There will be four such meetings during the 2010-2011 academic year – in September, November, January, and March. During the first year, LPSAs will include the participation of high school, community college, and university teachers, as well as high school teacher candidates. More information about LPSAs for Illinois can be found at our official website: http://www.phy.ilstu.edu/lpsa/. 

We are looking forward to seeing all of you.

Please let us know if you are coming so we can adequately prepare for your arrival. 
