
Linear Curve Fitting by Hand 
 
If you fit a bunch of (x,y) data points with a straight line (sometimes called linear regression or 
least-squares fitting), your calculator or spreadsheet will easily give you the best fit values for the 
slope m and the y-intercept b.  You can calculate them by hand with these formulas: 
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Hint:  A spreadsheet makes the calculations much easier. 


