Physics 207
Homework Set #1

1) Why did the atmospheric oxygen concentration not rise immediately after life “invented” photosynthesis?

2) What is the difference between a fuel and a flow of energy? Give an example of each.
3) Where did the “heavy” elements (i.e. those aside from hydrogen and helium) that make up the earth come from?

4) What were the two major gasses in the early atmosphere?  What are they today?  What caused the change?
5) Sketch a timeline that shows 1) The formation of the earth, 2) The formation of the oceans 3) The earliest fossil evidence of life, 4) Time at which oxygen concentration reaches it present value 5) development of sexual reproduction 6)The first humans.
